
Greetings from 
the East! 
Spring/Summer is 

finally getting here.  I don’t know about you 
but I am sick of winter. 

At Grand Lodge, we had lovely weather 
(received 9.9 inches of snow on April 10-
11, along with a wind gust to 62 M.P.H.) 
with power out in most buildings downtown.  
We were the only group of people meeting 
in the convention center.  All the other 3 or 
so groups cancelled.  Needless to say, we 
survived.�

I was approached, actually e-mailed, by 
MWB Neil Neddermeyer  to write about our 
accomplishments as a lodge during WB Pat 
Norrie ’s year.  It was given during the 
Lodge Recognition Report.  Where a sam-
ple of lodges where directed to go in front 
of Grand Lodge and give their presentation 
about their lodges.  Besides Compass, the 
other Lodges asked to make a presentation 
at Grand Lodge were: 

· North Star #23, St. Cloud 
· Glen Avon Lodge #306, Duluth 
· Western Star Lodge #26, Albert Lea 
· Minnesota River Valley Lodge # 6. 

Shakopee 
· Rochester Masonic Lodge #21, 

Rochester 
You can read these lodge’s presenta-

tions at 
http://www.cinosam.net/sixlodges.pdf 

I would like to thank Senior Warden 
Steve Stobbs  for putting this presentation 
together for me.  Please see his column 
From The West for my remarks.  I would 
also like to thank WB Pat Norrie  for having 
such a successful year! 

We had our Table Lodge on May 5th, 
which was a very good time had by all! I 
would like to thank our emcee WB Steve 
Santa who did an excellent job including 
everybody in each toast.  I also want to 
thank the Job’s Daughter Parent’s Club  
for providing the meal which we had many 
compliments.  Last but not least, I would 
like to thank Junior Warden Ed Wer-
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bachowski  for arranging this event. 
Also, I want to thank brother Ed We-

bachowski  for taking over the Compass 
Lodge website. With my personal en-
gagements along with my Lodge and 
Shrine engagements it’s too difficult for 
me to find time to work on the website. 
Ed and I will have met by the time this 
article gets released to go over the web-
site changes and additions. 

On May 18th, Compass Lodge was 
invited to participate in Brooklyn Park's 
Annual Safety Open House.  During the 
3 hours, we created 120 Kids Id kits.  A 
huge THANK YOU to all that assisted in 
making this event a success.  The free 
cookies, coffee and ice cream from the 
police department was nice as well. 

On May 19th, we raised our newest 
Brother, Michael Robinson .  Thanks for 
all the brothers who stepped up and 
made our 3rd Degree a success. 

We have several petitions in various 
stages of being processed.  One of our 
candidates has enlisted in one of our 
Armed Forces and will be leaving this 
summer for basic training.  We are work-
ing on scheduling a series of degrees so 
this candidate can be raised before he 
leaves for basic training.  Once the de-
grees are scheduled it will be posted at 
the Lodge.  If you would like it emailed to 
you, please let one of your officers 
know. 

See you in Lodge, 
Mike�
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Job's Daughter's  group, and an active DeMolay  group. 
The lodge makes a high visibility donation to our lo-

cal fire department education program, appearance in 
parades; we do a number of Kids ID events over the 
course of a year, and have a very active Robbinsdale 
Area Shrine Club  as well as several other units in our 
area. 

We have two Stated Communications a month, and 
try to accomplish all our business, including a brief edu-
cation program, in the first one. For many of our second 
Stated Communications, we have a special educational 
program. 

Extremely important to our success is that we have 
Officers’ Meetings about once per month. Much of our 
long-term planning and leadership coordination is estab-
lished at these meetings. 

We look forward to another great year 
Fraternally, 
Steve 

Greetings Brothers, 
WM Mike,  was requested 
to make some comments 

at our Annual Grand Lodge Communication.  Below are 
the comments I wrote up for WM Mike.  You can also 
read these comments and the other five Lodges at 
http://www.cinosam.net/sixlodges.pdf 

Greetings from Robbinsdale. My name is Mike Foye. 
I am the sitting Master of Compass Lodge #265 located 
in downtown Robbinsdale. We were chartered in 1906 
and have 405 members. We rent our building from our 
Temple Association, composed of members of the 
Lodge and OES chapter. We have some investments 
set aside, and draw a little on interest earned each year 
to supplement our income. 

Last year we raised 12 brothers, and gained another 
one or two by affiliation from other lodges. This past 
year was the first in a while where we raised more broth-
ers than we lost (mostly by deaths). We do our own de-
gree work but a few of our new Brothers decided to 
come through the One Day Class, and we found a 
neighboring lodge which had degree work scheduled on 
a more convenient night for 3 others. 

Every new Brother is assigned his own Mentor.  
Aside from these Mentors, we put special focus on 
coaching last year’s class through their Proficiencies, 
and found that to be a great motivator for the new guys 
to remain active. 

Of the gentlemen we raised last year, one is our Mar-
shall, one our Tyler, and two are our Junior and Senior 
Stewards. 

Our officer's line seems to be what most people 
mention often. We have no Past Masters in our line. The 
only Past Masters in office in our lodge are the Lodge 
Education Officer, Secretary, and Treasurer. This is the 
first year in at least 6 years where we don’t have at least 
one PM in line, and the youth of our officer’s line is part 
of our success. 

A big part of our success is a genuine respect and 
admiration for each other. We have Wednesday morn-
ing coffee and doughnuts at the lodge throughout most 
of the year for the guys who are able to meet during the 
day.  We do a number of social events during a year, 
roughly one every month and a half, and some of the 
highlights last year include: 

• A successful Table Lodge, with a pretty awesome 
Master of Ceremonies ( MWB Neil Neddermeyer ) 

• Hiram Award night was very well attended, with 
attendance around 100, including several people from 
Grand Lodge 

• A Christmas party for families, which had about 75 
people (40+ kids) in attendance, and a magician for en-
tertainment 

We try to maintain an active presence in our commu-
nity, both on the part of the Lodge, and our Compass-
men group, very active OES Chapter , a very active 

Greetings Brothers, 
The next book recommen-
dation of mine is The Eso-

teric Path by Luc Benoist . 
The Esoteric Path deals with the relevance of initia-

tion and its universality.  This book can be considered to 
be a sort of comparative or reference guide.  It set’s the 
reader up to the several areas of approach, with an 
open mind and a pure heart one can come to under-
stand other cultures who effectively teach the same 
ideas, just in a different way!  All these various styles of 
teaching share one thing in common; they all leave 
room for individual interpretation.  This way of study, the 
“esoteric path” way, in my opinion, enriches one’s 
awareness to the inner illumination of self.  As far as the 
title of the book is concerned, “esotericism is a relative 
term that refers to the inner aspects of a spiritual teach-
ing and to the deeper meaning of its external social as-
pect’s, to which it is inseparably linked”. 

Fraternally, 
Shawn 
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Do you have something you would like 
included in the next Trestleboard?  Is 
there an event you would like advertised?  
If so, please submit it to WB Mark Kipp 
by Monday, August 11th .  The next issue 
will be mailed out the end of August and 
will highlight our summer events and our 
plans for the fall. 
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Bethel 39 welcome their newest members on April 
22.  Here are the members after the initiation. 
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Greetings from the Temple 
Association! 
The Temple Association 

wants to thank Brothers  Michael Powles  and Jim Mor-
ris  for their 3 years of service.  We also want to wel-
come Brothers Glen Miner  and Pat Norrie  to the group 
who oversee the maintenance and support of the build-
ing we all use. 

At our annual meeting in June the following officers 
were elected or appointed: 

· Mark Kipp , President 
· Glen Miner , Vice President 
· Karen Hills , Secretary 
· Carl Berget , Treasurer 
· Norma Serumgard , Keys 
· Pat Norrie , Calendar 

The Temple Association would like to remind everyone 
to please leave the building in good condition after using 
it and to contact Pat Norrie  (763-241-4188, 
pnorrie2@msn.com) for requests to use the building. 
We meet on the first Wednesday of the month at the 
Lodge.  Feel free to contact any member of the Temple 
Association with concerns or questions. 
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In the last edition of the 
Robin, I asked if you could 
identify what the following 

men have in common, besides all being Masons. 
If you guessed these men were Boy Scouts you 

were close.  All of these men achieved the rank of Eagle 
Scout.  Congratulations Sally Ackerman . 

Do you know any other Masons that are also Eagle 
Scouts?  If so, please let me know. 

Thanks, 
Mark 

�	�������	������� �

Rick Ackerman Lloyd M. Bentsen 

Carl Berget Gerald R. Ford 

Mark Kipp John H. Glenn, Jr. 

Steve Stobbs Dr. William Walter Menninger 

 Sam Nunn 

Cory Peterson Trent Lott 
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Greetings to all Brothers… 
The Compassmen this 
year collected clothing for 

a clothing drive to benefit a homeless shelter in Phoenix 
managed by my sister.  Her thank you is contained in 
the article by the Compassmen.  Below are some e-mail 
correspondences I received from her regarding some 
clothing that I sent to her, including some children’s 
clothing from my grand niece. 
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U.S. Department of Justice studies indi-
cate that each year 450,000 children run 
away (51 per hour), 354,000 children are 

abducted by family members (40 per hour) and 4,600 
children are abducted by non-family members (1 every 
two hours).  Studies also show that less than 2% of par-
ents have a copy of their child’s fingerprints or a recent 
photograph to use in case of an emergency 

To help parents and guardians prepare for an emer-
gency and have this vital information ready, if it is ever 
needed, Compass Lodge, with the support of the Grand 
Lodge of Minnesota,  continues to offer their free KidsID 
program. 

If you know of any local organization that would like 
to have a KidsID event, or if you would like to help at a 
future Compass event, please contact us. 

We can always use help getting the forms filled out, 
measuring the kids, stuffing the envelopes and keying in 
the information on a laptop.  These events are fun (and 
usually include food) and always worth the time. 

On July  10th, we will be creating Kids Id kits at the 
Citizen’s Bank Ice Cream Social to kick off  Whiz Bang 
Days.  Later this summer we will also be at the Robbins-
dale Fire Department Open House. 

We will also be doing a KidsId at the West Metro Fire 
Department Open House in October.  At the time of this 
printing, the date and time had not been announced. If 
you want to spend some fun time meeting and helping 
create these invaluable kits, please let one of us know. 

Mark Kipp 763-404-2476 
Walt Girod 763-537-9638 
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May 14, 2008 
The Compassmen & The Robinsdale Masonic Family 

 Dear Friends, 
 I am writing to thank you for your group’s thought-

fulness in donating clothing to St. Vincent de Paul, Spe-
cial Works Ministries.  Your generosity is an example to 
us all.  Your contribution will be used to continue our 
mission of serving those in need with dignity and com-
passion.  Many people will benefit from your kindness 
and those wearing the pants, hats, backpacks, etc. will 
feel the love and compassion from your group. 

Special Works Ministries is a collection of several 
programs assisting different types of clients.  Each de-
pends on donated goods and operated primarily on vol-
unteer energy.  The Ministry to the Homeless helps pre-
pare our clients for employment, from the most basic 
needs (shower, haircut, and clothing) through informa-
tion resources, job readiness, and confidence building 
tools.  The Opportunity Program helps motivated job-
seekers overcome their barriers to employment, such as 
I.D., a voice mail box, transportation, and recent work 
experience.  Our Transient Aid Center assists non-
residents who are passing through Phoenix, when crisis 
situations have left them stranded here.  The Friends of 
St. Anne Ministry provides loans of medical equipment 
to needy individuals and families who can’t afford to 
rent or buy the equipment they need.  The Ministry to 
the Incarcerated/Families offers services to help indi-
viduals, upon release from incarceration, to reestablish 
themselves in the community.  We also help families of 
currently incarcerated breadwinners, with short-term co-
funding for rent or utilities. 

Your contribution to our work is greatly appreciated. 
Sincerely, 
Christine A. Anderson, Manager 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
Special Works Ministry 

The following informa-
tion and letters were 
received by WB 

Stephen Santa in response to the clothing col-
lected by the Compassmen during our annual rum-
mage sale. 
 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul has been serving 
homeless and economically disadvantaged populations 
since 1946. Through home visits, shelter, food assis-
tance, employment services, thrift stores and outreach 
programs, St. Vincent de Paul provides compassion and 
support to individuals in need, regardless of race, origin, 
religion or gender. 

MISSION OF THE SOCIETY OF 
ST. VINCENT de PAUL 

Inspired by Gospel values, the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul, a Catholic lay organization, leads women and men 
to join together to grow spiritually by offering person-to-
person service to those who are needy and suffering in 
the tradition of its founder, Blessed Frédéric Ozanam, 
and patron, St. Vincent de Paul.  
As a reflection of the whole family of God, Members, 
who are known as Vincentians, are drawn from every 
ethnic and cultural background, age group, and eco-
nomic level. Vincentians are united in an international 
society of charity by their spirit of poverty, humility and 
sharing, which is nourished by prayer and reflection, 
mutually supportive gatherings and adherence to a ba-
sic Rule. 
 

Dear Stephen: 
Thank you for your generous donation of several 

large boxes of clothing, tote bags, and miscellaneous 
items to Special Works Ministries.  On behalf of the 
Vincentians, Volunteers, and staff of the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul, but more importantly on behalf of the 
families and individuals we serve, I thank you for your 
generosity and commitment to help those in need. 

Your donation will be used by our Ministry to the 
Homeless.  We provide donated items to clients who are 
really working hard to make changes in their lives.  
Many of them will use donations such as clothing to 
wear to job interviews, and to wear to work as they be-
gin new jobs. 

Thank you for your kindness and generosity. 
Sincerely, 
Sister Carmel Jacobs, OSF 
Basic Needs Coordinator 
Special Works Ministries 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

www.stvincentdepaul.net 
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Non-Profit 
Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 
Mpls., MN 

Permit # 1266 

June 
  2 Mon 7:30 PM Officer’s Meeting 
 9 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
18 Wed 6:00 PM Compassmen Annual Picnic at 
  Dan & Becky McAlpine 
  10745  57th Ave N, Plymouth 
22 Sun Robbinsdale Masonic Family Golf Outing 
23 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 

July 
  4 Fri Independence Day 
 10 Thu Kid’s ID At WhizBang Days Ice Cream Socialt.    
 Call WB Mark Kipp if you can assist.  
14 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
21 Mon 7:30 PM Officer’s Meeting (tentative) 
30 Wed  Past Master’s Dinner—Look for details 
  in the mail for WB Pat Norrie 

August 
  9 Sat  Annual Family Picnic 
11 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
22 Sun Robbinsdale Masonic Family Golf Outing 
 
 
 

September 
 8 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
22 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 

October 
13 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
27 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
29 Wed  Past Master’s Dinner—Look for details 
  in the mail for WB Pat Norrie 

November 
10 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
24 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 

December 
 1 Mon 6:30 PM Actual Past Master’s Dinner 
  and Degree for PM and their Ladies 
  honoring our 2009 WM. 
 8 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
25 Thu  Merry Christmas 
 

Calendar  (Events subject to change) 

Compass Lodge #265 AF&AM 
Steve Santa, Secretary 
5549 Xenia Ave N 
Crystal, MN 55429 
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