
Brothers and Ma-
sonic sisters: I 
hope that you all 

had a Merry and Happy Holidays.  As I start 
writing this, I am not sure where to start.  
First and foremost, is to thank you for elect-
ing me as master for the year 2008.  The 
installation of the officers was well attended 
and a good start for the up coming year. 

We have one petition for degrees, so we 
have degrees scheduled as follows: 

First Degree February 18th  at 7:30PM 
Second Degree March 17th at 7:30PM 
Third Degree April 21st, 1st section at 
5:00PM. Dinner at 6:30PM and 2nd Section 
at 7:30PM. 

I am sure this will be a GREAT YEAR for 
Compass Lodge. There are many up com-
ing events that will keep us all busy and 
involved with the Lodge.  As you read this 
we have had a wonderful Sweetheart’s Din-
ner which was very successful. I  would like 
to thank Steve Stobbs  and Shawn Lloyd  
for reading poetry during the evening. 

On February 25th, we will have a special 
presentation celebrating WB George 
Washington ’s 276th birthday.  The Lodge 
will be at refreshment, so our friends and 
family can attend.  Following the presenta-
tion, we will be sharing some treats.  Possi-
bly one of Mrs. Washington ’s famous reci-
pes. 

On March 3rd will be hosting our Widow’s 
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Night Dinner.  Invitations have been 
mailed to these special ladies.  If you 
would like to attend, please call me at 
763-229-7575.  The entertainment is still 
being discussed for this event. 

There will be a Table Lodge for all 
Brothers and their families on April 28th, 
more information to follow. 

These are just a start of the activities 
for the year.  As the year gets up to 
speed, there will be more information on 
up coming events.  I would like to invite 
all the Brothers to attend and support as 
many stated meetings and social func-
tions as you can.  These social functions 
are for the Lodge Family and friends.  
The Brothers that live outside the Lodge 
area please send us a note, card, or e-
mail to let us know how and what you are 
doing. We are always interested as to 
how you are doing, health wise and so-
cially. 

I also would like to announce Com-
pass Lodge has a new website.  It’s cur-
rently a work in progress by a new web-
site committee. I hope you visit 
www.compasslodge.org and let me know 
your comments.  Today, you can read 
our Trestleboard in full color at this site. 

Fraternally, 
Mike 
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sis in sound science for a campaign to put us on a good 
track. 

Masons stepped up and bore the mantle when our 
nation was founded.  We have a chance to do so again.  
David Walsh’s new campaign, “Say Yes to No” 
(www.sayyestono.org) has involved Minnesota Ma-
sonic Charities  (www.mnmasoniccharities.org).  We 
have an opportunity to help preserve America, and per-
haps re-establish our relevance in the world, by support-
ing this campaign.  I believe we should do so, in any 
way we can (how long is YOUR cable tow?). 

Fraternally, 
Steve 

The foundational values of 
our nation are Masonic.  I 
think the only one we didn’t 

bring to the table is E Pluribus Unum.  Liberty, In God 
We Trust, truth, honor, upright living, men being created 
equal, pursuit of happiness, any of these sound familiar 
to you?  America was founded on a cornerstone of ac-
tion upon the square, of giving each person the ability to 
make of life what they could.  (We struggled with this 
next one a while as a nation, but we eventually suc-
ceeded in) Giving everyone freedom to decide what to 
do with his or her own lives. 

I also heard a quote one time, although I cannot find 
it today, about our values being this country’s founda-
tion, and if our society ever crumbled, it meant that 
some Masons were sleeping on the job. 

We are on the verge of another revolution in our so-
ciety.  One man has recognized the fact that this age is 
upon us and has tried to define a place to make a stand.  
The primary front on which to stand is hard to define, but 
this man and his organization has his hands around the 
greatest number of parts of it. 

Dr. David Walsh  is the founder of the National Insti-
tute on Media and the Family (www.mediafamily.org), 
and has been working for years to raise awareness in 
our society of the impact of the content of media 
(perhaps most notably video games) on the develop-
ment of our youth.  Dr. Walsh’s great statement is this:  
“Whoever tells the stories defines the culture.”  Another 
related quote I love is a portent of our current predica-
ment from the time of the birth of television, by author E. 
B. White  (Charlotte's Web) in 1938:  “I believe television 
is going to be the test of the modern world, and that in 
this new opportunity to see beyond the range of our vi-
sion we shall discover either a new and unbearable dis-
turbance of the general peace or a saving radiance in 
the sky.  We shall stand or fall by television—of that I 
am quite sure.” 

Television is the first fine example of an opportunity 
for our society to make itself or break itself.  By indulging 
our natural impulse to broadcast and watch what inter-
ests us versus what is in our best interest, some could 
say that we are closer to falling than standing.  We now 
have media 100 times more complex, and the rate of 
complexity is increasing rapidly.  Because we struggle to 
understand even the capabilities of new media, we have 
a difficult time staying abreast of the content—the sto-
ries—that is teaching our children how to think and how 
to act.  Our culture is changing, and parents aren’t often 
having the impact they used to. 

It may not be too late to turn the tide.  First by focus-
ing on helping parents be more aware of how human 
minds develop, then helping parents be active in influ-
encing the exposure of young minds to good stories, 
and now focusing on a simple message which is easy to 
grasp, Dr. Walsh is giving us a good direction and a ba-
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Greetings Brothers, 

I will use this space to 
write a book review from 

time to time. 

My first recommendation is a book call Conference 
of the Birds (A Seekers Journey to God) by Farid ud-
Din Attar . 

Attar finished this work in 1177, he was a Persian 
poet who was schooled in Sufi mysticism.  Even Rumi 
was inspired by this work. 

It’s considered a classic parallel to Dante’s Divine 
Comedy!  I myself prefer to refer to this text as a intitatic 
teaching aid.  We are aware of Masonry’s progressive 
nature, and this book describes Masonic virtues in the 
form of “The Seven Valley’s of the Way”, which are: the 
quest, love, knowledge, independence, detachment, 
unity, bewilderment, stupefaction, poverty and annihila-
tion. 

Of course one should prepare himself in his heart 
because if we expect to experience any form or ray of 
light we must first pray and prayer is the most important 
action. 

This book is about identity and ultimately this is what 
lies at the core of Masonic teaching.  To know thyself is 
to know God and the universe.  It is through this way we 
become of use to the community.  Understanding our 
potential to better ourselves.  Learning that we can’t live 
our lives for ourselves alone.  It is from this where our 
work will never die, because we become immortal, lin-
gering in the mist of time.  Seek and ye shall find! 

So, I highly recommend Conference of the Birds by 
Farid ud-Din Attar. 

See you in Lodge, 
Shawn 
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Greetings to all Brothers… 
As this is the first Trestle-
board of the new year, it is 

my custom to give the Brethren a summary of the an-
nual report that I submit to Grand Lodge.  This year we 
raised 12 new Brothers; most of these were young, well 
informed, and enthusiastic – definitely a good sign for 
our Lodge.  We also received a dual membership from a 
Prince Hall Brother, whose son was one of our newly 
admitted Brothers.  Unfortunately, we are still losing 
more Brothers than we raise, but the gap is closing.   
Two Brothers chose to withdraw, one for personal rea-
sons, the other because he moved out of the area and 
joined a local lodge.  Two Brothers were dropped for 
non-payment of dues, one because I could not find a 
current address and contact him, and the other because 
it was his choice.  The Grand Architect of the Universe 
called his roll, and 20 Brothers of Compass Lodge re-
sponded.  Their names are listed on this page below. 

I would like to thank WB Bill Wolfe , who again this 
year assisted me in contacting the Brothers who were at 
risk of being dropped for non-payment of dues, and as-
sisted the Lodge in keeping most of them on the rolls.  I 
would also like to thank those Brothers who contributed 
to the Brotherly Relief Fund.  The purpose of this fund is 
to provide dues relief to those Brothers that would other-
wise be dropped from our rolls.  So far this year, 10 
Brothers have been able to remain members of Com-
pass Lodge because of this fund.  Sometimes this fund 
is used to help a Brother transition to the remit list, 
sometimes the fund helps out a Brother who is experi-
encing a temporary financial difficulty.  In the latter case, 
I have seen such Brothers make a generous contribu-
tion to the Brotherly Relief Fund when his circumstances 
improve.  All contributions are generous contributions, 
but some Brothers go above and beyond.  This year, a 
generous Brother contributed $500, and in past years, a 
Brother has contributed $1000.  I have, on behalf of the 
Lodge, thanked these Brothers privately for their gener-
osity; but whether it is great or small, a contribution to 
this fund fulfills the Masonic obligation to help a worthy 
Brother in need. 

Finally, I would like to thank those Brothers who 
have contributed to the MSA Blue Envelope Veterans 
Hospital Visitation Program.  This is an ongoing pro-
gram of Grand Lodge, and one that might easily be dis-
missed, but not for me.  I have a nephew that is in the 
Army Reserve.  He has already served a tour of duty in 
Afghanistan, and is currently on active duty in Kosovo.  
In the event that he should ever be injured, it is my fer-
vent hope that he should receive the best of care – 
medically, spiritually, and fraternally.  This is what the 
blue envelope program is all about. 

To all my Brothers, take care. 
Fraternally, 
Steve  
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Greetings from the South, 
Brothers this is a great 
honor and privilege for me 

to be elected to this noble position in this very early pe-
riod in my Masonic life.  I appreciate all of your trust and 
support you have given, and continue to give to me.  It 
has not gone unnoticed or unappreciated. 

Recently I found out that my life had one more won-
derful surprise for me in store, Monette  and I are ex-
pecting are first child together.  We found out Jan. 11th 
and have a rough due date of Sept. 21st, we are very 
excited.  During our installation dinner Monette decided 
to petition for membership into the O.E.S. under her un-
cle, Brother Gerald Berndt , who was a member of our 
lodge until his passing in 2006.  All in all this has been a 
very exciting and fruitful year already and there is still 
more to come.  It is to the journey, not the destination 
that I look most forward to. 

Fraternally yours, 
Ed 
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Masons in history 
During the War of 1812, 
the Battles of North Point 

and Baltimore occurred between Sep-
tember 12 to 14, 1814.  Several Ma-
sons played important parts during 
these battles.  Br Major George Ar-
mistead was commander of Fort 
McHenry, the star fort in Baltimore 
named after Br James McHenry,  the 
Secretary of War for WB George 
Washington  and John Adams.   

After the 25 hour constant bom-
bardment of Fort McHenry, Br Fran-
cis Scott Key  penned his poem The 
Defense Of Fort McHenry on the 
morning of September 14, 1812. 

Key’s  poem was put to the tune of 
an Irish drinking song and re-titled The Star Spangled 
Banner.  

In 1829 President RWB Andrew Jackson  ap-
pointed Br Key the US District Attorney for Washington 
DC.  (Pictured here is FS Key’s  grave in Frederick, MD.) 
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Greetings from the Temple 
Association! 

The Temple Association is busy keeping the 
building in good repair, plus overseeing the operation of 
the buildings' business. 

The painting of the Lodge/Chapter room has been 
completed and the results are great.  Thank-you WB 
Bjorn Tenold  for a wonderful job. 

A pleasant surprise for the Lodge and OES was the 
waiver of rent payments for the months of November 
2007 and December 2007. 

Members of the Temple Association are Michael 
Powles, Jim Morris, Carl Berget, Mark Kipp, Norma 
Serumgard,  and Karen Hills . 

The Temple Association would like to remind every-
one to please leave the building in good condition after 
using it and to contact Carl Berget  (763-537-6501) for 
requests to use the building.  We meet on the first 
Wednesday of the month at the Lodge.  Feel free to 
contact any member of the Temple Association with 
concerns or questions. 

Fraternally,  
Karen Hills-Secretary 
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Greetings to everyone 
from the Job's Daughters 
of Bethel #39, 

We have had a very busy term so far!  Our Spring 
officers were installed January 13th and the support 
from our Masonic family was exciting.  We are holding 
our Willy Wonka themed friendship meeting on Tuesday 
February 26th complete with a chocolate waterfall, bub-
ble room, and chocolate-themed bottle auction.  We 
would love to have you come out for what will be a fun 
night! 

Our Grand Bethel was welcomed by the Robbinsdale 
Masonic Center when we held our Grand Bethel Exem-
plification for the year on February 16th. 

Our Fun Project for the term will be at Grand Rios 
Water Park where we will spend the night in the hotel 
and enjoy two days at the water park.  

We will be heading to Illinois for a multi-state and to 
Brainerd for Grand Bethel in March. 

Please keep the evening of March 18th available for 
our Bethel's fundraiser at Davanni's in Plymouth. Also, 
don't forget about Bethel #39's Birthday Bash for our 
60th Birthday Party on April 19th and please remember 
you are always welcome to attend our meetings on the 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month! 

Jobie Love, 
Kaitlin, Honored Queen 
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Robbinsdale Chapter 
DeMolay proudly an-

nounce their first (hopefully) annual Butterbraid Sale. 

Kick off for their fundraiser begins on February 22nd.  
Opportunities abound for you to purchase your supply 
as they will be taking orders at the George Washington 
Birthday Presentation (Feb 25), before Jobies (Feb 26), 
and after Eastern Star (Feb 27). 

For those of you, unfamiliar with Butterbraids, imag-
ine the very best coffee pastry you have ever had.  
These are better. They are easy to make, simply defrost 
over night and bake in the morning.  Variety of flavors 
include carmel roll, blueberry, cream cheese, cinnamon, 
and strawberry (I think), maybe even cherry.  Each But-
terbraid is $8.00. 

Money is due at the time of the order and delivery is 
scheduled just before Easter.  Help support the young 
men in this fundraiser. 

Thanks for your continued support 
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Do you have something you would like in-
cluded in the next Trestleboard?  Is there an 
event you would like advertised?  If so, 
please submit it to WB Mark Kipp by Mon-
day, May 12th .  The next issue will be mailed 
out the end of May and will highlight our 
spring events and our plans for the summer. 
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Greetings from your East-
ern Star Brothers and Sis-
ters! 

On February 13th, we wel-
comed the Grand Family, in-
cluding our own Grand Wor-
thy Patron Dave MacPher-
son , Grand Warder Cyhtnia 
McDonald , Grand Sentinel 
Jim Morris  and some pen-
guins.  Pictured below is the 
Grand Family with WM Sue 
Branstrom  and WP Keith 
Johnson . 

Please mark your calen-
dars for installation of officers 
on Saturday, April 5th at 5PM. 

ATTENTION GOLFERS!  Our 
annual golf outing Sunday, June 22nd.  Look for more 
details in the upcoming weeks. 
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ROBBINSDALE BETHEL 39 
CELEBRATES ITS 60 TH BIRTHDAY! 
On Saturday, April 19th from 1:00-4:00 PM, the 

daughters of Bethel 39 will be hosting an “all years” re-
union in celebration of their 60th birthday.  Junior Past 
Honored Queen Jackie Niederhaus  and current Hon-
ored Queen Kaitlin Barrett  will be the hostesses for this 
event which will be held at the Bethel.  All current and 
former members, adult council members, and friends of 
Bethel 39 are invited! 

The afternoon will include traditional installation re-
freshments….cake, mints, nuts and punch….and will 
feature a ceremony performed by the active members of 
Bethel 39.  Decorations will include scrapbooks, dolls, 
gavels, crowns, and mascots from current and former 
Bethel 39 members.  It promises to be a wonderful trip 
down memory lane! 

To help spread the word about this party, and to aid 
in finding members and council members, Bethel 39 has 
a dedicated 60th Birthday website, at 
www.jdbethel39.com.  On this site, you can RSVP for 
the party, submit photos for an “all years” Bethel 39 
scrapbook, send a favorite memory or message to the 
members, look up old friends….and help us locate miss-
ing Jobies.  Or, if you prefer to RSVP by phone, please 
call Pat Lamon  at 763-545-0317.  Photos, messages 
and favorite memories can also be mailed to Leah La-
mon Stevenson  at 4329 Coolidge Avenue, St. Louis 
Park, MN  55424. 

The daughters are hoping for a big turnout of old 
friends….and are hoping to meet prospective members 
too.  So if you have a relative or friend who is interested 
in learning more about Job’s Daughters, please bring 
them along! 

See you on April 19th! 
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The Grand Lodge Educa-
tion Committee offers a 
Masonic Conundrum for all 

Masons to answer in the Minnesota Mason.  Brothers 
Adam Grau  and Shawn Lloyd  are often listed as one 
of the first ones to answer these difficult questions. 

As the editor, I am offering a Compass Conundrum.  
Noted, there are no fancy prizes, but if you can answer 
this question and provide others who belong to this 
group, your name will be listed in the next Robin. 

The following men have a few things in common.  
First they are all Master Masons.  Can you name what 
else they ALL have in common? 

We received the following 
Notes after the Compass-
men’s annual Christmas 

Party at Home Free. 
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On January 20th, Brother George Eisenhardt  cele-

brated his 99th Birthday.  Here is a note we received 
from Brother George. 
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Rick Ackerman Lloyd M. Bentsen 

Carl Berget Gerald R. Ford 

Mark Kipp John H. Glenn, Jr. 

Steve Stobbs Dr. William Walter Menninger 

 Sam Nunn 

Cory Peterson Trent Lott 

Installation—January 5, 2008 

Above, the Past Masters being introduced.  Below WM 
Mike re-presenting the commemorative DeMolay print 
to the Robbinsdale Chapter after having it re-framed. 
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1 Master, 2 Gavels 

(Above right) WM Mike was presented a gavel from WM 
Bill Wolfe , a 40 year tradition. 

(Above left) WB Walt Girod  present WM Mike the gavel 
he used 50 years ago as the Master of Compass.  Mike 
was instructed to present it to the Lodge’s master in 
2058. 

This year’s Sweetheart’s Dinner was held on Feb. 5th.  
After a raspberry chicken dinner those in attendance 
were treated to a chocolate fountain for dessert.  The 
ladies also received a chocolate rose. 

Robbinsdale Area 
SHRINE CLUB 

PANCAKE & SAUSAGE 
BREAKFAST  

SUNDAY, APRIL 13TH 
SERVING 7:30 AM TO 1 PM 

PLYMOUTH MIDDLE SCHOOL 
10011 36TH AVE N, PLYMOUTH 

(JUST WEST OF HWY 169 ON 36TH AVE N) 

DONATION $6.00, CHILDREN 8 AND UNDER $3.00 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR 

PROCEEDS FROM THIS PANCAKE BREAKFAST ARE FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF THE ROBBINSDALE AREA SHRINE CLUB. 

PAYMENTS ARE NOT DEDUCTIBLE AS CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS. 
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February 
20 Wed 7:30 PM Compassmen at Steve Stobbs 
25 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
 Celebrating George Washington’s 276th 
 Birthday.  A special presentation on WB 
 Washington’s life betweem 1783 and 1795 
 by Brother John Pierce.  This is open to all 
 Family and Friends. 

March 
  3 Mon 6:30 PM Honor Widows Night Dinner 
10 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
17 Mon 7:30 PM Fellow Craft Degree 
19 Wed 7:30 PM Compassmen  
24 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
  Freemasons DVD 
31 Mon  

April 
  5 Sat 5:00PM OES Installation of Officers 
  7 Mon 
11-12 Grand Lodge Communication in Duluth 
13 Sun Kid’s ID At RASC Pancake Breakfast.   
 Call WB Mark Kipp if you can assists. 
14 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 

16 Wed 7:30 PM Compassmen 
19 Sat 1:00 PM Bethel 39’s Birthdaty Party 
21 Mon 5:00 PM Master Mason Degree, 1st Section 
 6:30 PM Dinner, Call WM Mike to RSVP. 
 7:30 PM Master Mason Degree, 2nd Section 
28 Mon Table Lodge open to all Masons, family and friends 

May 
  5 Mon  
12 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
19 Mon  
21 Wed  Compassmen’s Rummage Sale Setup 
22, 23, 24 Compassmen’s Rummage Sale 
  Procceds benefit the Christmas  
  Party at HomeFree. 
26 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
  Memorial Day 
30 Wed  Past Master’s Dinner—TBA 

June 
  9 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
22 Sun Robbinsdale Masonic Family Golf Outing 
23 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 

Calendar  (Events subject to change) 

Compass Lodge #265 AF&AM 
Steve Santa, Secretary 
5549 Xenia Ave N 
Crystal, MN 55429 

Return Service Requested 

Dated Material 

Calendar 
(Events subject to change) 


