
Greetings Broth-
ers; I hope that 
this article finds 

you all in good health. 
Spring and summer are just ahead of us 

now and they are looking quite busy for the 
Lodge. But before going ahead, lets take a 
look back at what has occurred in the 
Lodge.  

In March, we had a tribute to the wives 
of our departed Brothers. This was well 
attended, and all had a good time. The 
Chamber Strings  from Armstrong High 
School  provided the entertainment and 
they were AWESOME.  

The first of April was our second annual 
Table Lodge. The MC and guest speaker 
was Most Worshipful Master Neil Neider-
meyer .  

In April, your elected officers attended 
the Grand Lodge Communication. We had 
seven brothers from Compass Lodge at-
tend the communication, actually eight, WB 
Chuck Manley  was there, but he was rep-
resenting his other Lodge. WOW! If your 
Masonic inner being ever needs a lift, at-
tend one of these communications. This 
such a positive, uplifting experience, your 
whole Masonic view on life is Renewed. 

We are also preparing for a Third De-
gree, where we have FOUR candidates 
going through.  

The first Monday in May, we hosted our 
White Elephant Auction and Fundraiser for 
the Scholarship Fund.  WB Steve Santa  
has been buying and collecting Masonic 
collectables and some of these items will 
be up for auction. WB Steve  will also be 
introducing a new style of auction for that 
evening on a couple of items called a 
(Chinese Auction).  Most of us didn’t know 
exactly how it worked, but it was fun.  After 
a fine dinner, the auction raised over $400 
for the scholarship fund.  SW Mike Foye  
needs some special recognition for arrang-
ing the elephants and peanuts for the eve-
ning. 

The Compassmen hosted their annual 
rummage sale the third week of May. If you 
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stopped by, thanks.  If not, you missed 
some real bargains. The proceeds from 
this annual sale go towards the annual 
Christmas Party we host at HomeFree. 

Talking about Christmas, mark your 
calendars for the Annual Masters 
Brunch.  This year it is going to be at 
the Lookout in Maple Grove on De-
cember 9th.  The cost is going to be 
about $15 per person.   More details will 
be in the next Trestleboard. 

On Tuesday May 29th Compass 
Lodge hosted the Metro West Masters 
and Wardens Association meeting. 
Thanks to all the brothers who attended.  
A special thanks to SS Greg Grau  for 
preparing the dinner. 

A BIG congratulations to WB Keith 
Johnson  who was elected to the posi-
tion of Worthy Patron for our OES Chap-
ter. It is always said, “ If you want some-
thing done, ask a busy man”. You will be 
real busy now Keith. 

On July 1st the OES is sponsoring the 
annual Robbinsdale Masonic Family 
Golf Outing so put it on your calendar. 

We will be having Stated meetings 
during the summer, just to take care of 
Lodge business. No jackets or ties, so 
stop in, say “Hi”, and see what is going 
on at Compass. 

The Kids ID program is scheduled for 
July 12that the Whiz Bang Days Ice 
Cream Social. Also keep an eye out for 
our float in the Whiz Band Parade is on 
July 15th. 

We already have four signed peti-
tions in hand.  We will be starting a new 
class of degrees in mid-September.  If 
you have any candidates to join our fra-
ternity, please contact our Secretary WB 
Steve Santa . 

Also this fall we will be having a Mys-
tery Bus Trip, our Awards Night and will 
be honoring WB George Miller  with the 
Hiram Award.  Have a Great Summer. 

Fraternally, 
Pat Norrie, Master 
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Do you have something you would like 
included in the next Trestleboard? 
Is there an event you would like advertised?  

If so, please submit it to WB Mark Kipp by Monday, 
August 14th .  The next issue will be mailed out around 
Labor Day and will highlight our summer events and 
our plans for September through December. 

Greetings Brothers, 
What is the National 
Treasure? 

 The movie “National Treasure” features an enor-
mous trove of the world’s greatest riches, from the 
greatest civilizations of all time.  This treasure has been 
kept hidden and protected by Freemasons for a very 
long time, finally residing in a secret Masonic location 
since the early years of the United States of America.  It 
is the greatest duty of Masons to keep this treasure safe 
and eventually deliver it into the hands of the people. 

 Do Masons guard a great treasure?  I believe we 
do.  Is it something that rightly belongs to the people of 
the world, and most strongly resides in America?  I be-
lieve it is.  Is it a big secret to most people, even in 
America?  Unfortunately, yes. 

 It’s a secret because we it can’t just be given away, 
because we aren’t sure how to show others where it is 
or how to find it.  It has to be lived, experienced, and 
felt.  I believe the work of Masonry leads us to be able to 
better understand it, we have in our possession the abil-
ity to outline it, describe its parts, lead others down a 
path of mystery which reveals to those willing to travel 
that path to a great treasure at the end.  The treasure 
only grows greater and cannot diminish as long as it is 
shared. 

 It has been threatened by despots, by tyrants, by 
those hungry for power, and by those who would gain 
power by controlling what people think.  Masons have, 
sometimes in secret, protected it from being destroyed 

Greetings from the West, 
This spring has been a 
very busy one at Com-

pass.  From the degrees, to the various social 
events, to the initiations and installations of the OES, 
Jobies and DeMolay.   

As we start planning for next year, please let me 
know if you are willing to serve the Lodge in any way.  
There is always room for YOU on a committee, to help 
in calling brothers, to help with a special event or serv-
ing as an officer. 

We are also looking for a few more men, ladies and 
young gentlemen and ladies to join our organization.  As  
one of the new DeMolay advisors, we would love to 
have a son, nephew or grandson join our chapter.  Or 
you talk to your daughter, niece or granddaughter about 
the Jobies. 

We are in the process of enhancing our library and 
educational program.  If you have any ideas or would 
like to serve on this committee, please let me know. 

I hope you have a great summer.  If you have a 
chance stop by the Lodge this summer.  We enjoy see-
ing any ‘lost sheep’. 

Fraternally, 
Mike  

��������������
����������

���������������
������������ �

and kept it safe.  In a land of freedom for all like the 
United States of America, we have great potential to live 
it, share it, and let it grow. 

 What is the National Treasure?  In as few words as 
possible: it is the act of valuing each other, and valuing 
most of all those of good character.   Character, above 
all else, is the best indicator of a person’s worth as a 
human.  Masons methodically practice ignoring the dif-
ferences between us and focusing on what is impor-
tant—character.   We value tolerance, freedom, and 
integrity.  I have noticed a number of other magnificent 
values in the work we practice, I am sure that some are 
coming to your mind now:  trust, justice, wisdom, 
strength, beauty, relief, truth…  These are not univer-
sally valued, and can be controversial in places, even in 
today’s world, where freedom is not a value of the gov-
ernment.  It is a good thing we’ve been able to keep 
them alive, and have been able to influence the found-
ing of a nation so that they can be embodied in the 
founding principles of the U.S.A. 

 How we show value (paying wages if ought be 
due…) of others?  By trusting each other, by working 
toward understanding of the work we have before us, 
and by helping each other out. 

 “The most important member of the lodge”, said Jon 
A. Hanson in one of his final duties as Grand Orator in 
Mankato a few weeks ago, “is the last member initiated.”  
Welcome, newest brothers.  We look forward to sharing 
our treasure with you and helping you grow in value.  I 
hereby open the door to any brothers who have not 
been around much (or around much lately…) to come 
and sit in the company of brothers.  I pledge to you that 
we have meaningful work to do in the days ahead, that 
we need your help, and that we will do our best to give 
you the opportunity to share in the treasure. 

The Grand Lodge has several programs to help our 
new Brothers.  With this, the Lodge is looking for some 
Brothers to help mentor our newest brothers.  This isn’t 
coaching our newest members through their proficien-
cies.  It is helping them in discovering the National 
Treasure.  If you are willing to be a mentor, please let 
me know.  Who knows, you may discover a Treasure 
yourself. 

Fraternally, 
Steve  



Greetings to all Brothers… 
�As this edition of the Tres-
tleboard goes out, I know 

that several will be returned to me.  Brothers move, ei-
ther permanently or temporarily (the snowbirds), and if 
your Secretary is not informed, the post office returns 
the Trestleboard with postage due.  If the post office 
provides a new address, I will resend the newsletter with 
first class postage.  Needless to say, this process costs 
the Lodge additional funds at a time when we are striv-
ing to control our expenses.  More importantly, the 
Lodge loses connection with a Brother.  Usually I can 
track down a Brother without much difficulty, but there 
have been cases where a Brother “falls off the face of 
the earth”.  Over the past few years there have been 
instances where a Brother has been dropped from the 
rolls for non-payment of dues because our mailings 
came back and I could not track him down.  So please, 
if you are moving, or will be out of town for an extended 
period of time, drop me a note and let me know.  Also, if 
your e-mail address changes, let me know.  We are liv-
ing in an electronic age, and the Lodge is working on 
plans to keep the membership better informed of events 
via e-mail.   

If you have an e-mail address please send me a note 
so I can update my records.  We have tried sending out 
some e-mail updates and announcements and found a 
majority of these emails were returned for various rea-
sons.  We will not distribute your email to other groups 
and will do everything possible to prevent you from get-
ting spam. 

�MASONIC MEMORIAL SERVICE 
One of the benefits of Masonic membership is the 

right to a Masonic Memorial Service.  This is a tribute 
that the Craft pays to a Brother who has been called to 
the Celestial Lodge.  It typically takes place at the end of 
the wake when the deceased’s Masonic Brothers enter 
as a group clothed in the Masonic apron.  It is not a reli-
gious service, but prayers are offered.  A Brother leads 
the service, explaining to family and friends a little bit 
about the Fraternity and the symbols we use. 

Prominent are the white leather apron and the sprig 
of acacia.  If you would like a Masonic Memorial Ser-
vice, please let your family know.  If you live locally, the 
first contact would be WB Carl Berget  at 763-537-6501, 
or one of the senior officers (keep a copy of your Tres-
tleboard handy).  If you live out of the area, your family 
can contact the nearest Masonic lodge, or they can con-
tact me and I can help with the arrangements. 

It is important that there is a good turnout for this 
tribute for our Brothers.  If you are not being contacted, 
or you would like to help with the calling, contact WB 
Carl Berget . 

�Fraternally, 
�Steve 
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First I was a Dummy and 
now I'm an Idiot as well! 
 Of course, I’m talking 

about the book, The Complete Idiot's Guide to Freema-
sonry. It is written by S. Brent Morris , Ph.D., 33O. Dr. 
Morris  is a noted modern Masonic author. He has re-
ceived numerous awards for Masonic Education. Even 
from our own Grand Lodge of Minnesota.  

This book is similar Freemasons for Dummies book 
that came out in 2005. It has a similar layout too. How-
ever, I want to say that just because you have one, don’t 
think that the other is not needed in your Masonic Li-
brary. They each serve a purpose or need for the 
reader.  

It’s fun to compare the topics. You now have two 
opinions and can make up your own mind on many of 
the topics. They give you two viewpoints that can be 
used for many discussions. 

The information contained in each can assist you in 
talking to your friends, relatives, acquaintances about 
Masonry and not make you feel like they put you 
through the ringer. 

Here is one tidbit of information that is in both books: 
The Anti-Masonic Party held the first political nomi-

nating convention in 1831 and nominated William Wirt  
(a former Mason) as their candidate for president. Wirt 
only received 8 percent of the Vote. The winner, who 
won with 54 percent of the vote was, Andrew Jackson  
a Past Grand Master of Masons in Tennessee. In sec-
ond-place was Henry Clay  with 37 percent. Clay was 
Past Grand Master of Masons in Kentucky. 

You can get both these books at cost by calling the 
Grand Lodge office. 

See you at Lodge! 
Phillip Bradbury, LEO 
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THANK-YOU to everyone 
who dropped off, worked 
or bought something at the 

Compassmen’s annual rummage sale this year.  This 
event is not only a fun time for everyone, it is the main 
fundraiser for the Compassmen’s Christmas Party at the 
HomeFree Shelter for Battered Women and Children.   

Besides the Rummage Sale, the Compassmen also 
raise money through the sale of the Masonic items in 
the display case at the Lodge.  WB Mark Kipp recently 
ordered several new items for this case including new 
pins and auto emblems. 

If you have any Masonic jewelry or memorabilia that 
you no longer wear or need, you could donate it to the 
Compassmen who would use it to support the Com-
passmen. 

If you would like to make a purchase or a donation, 
please contact WB Mark, WB Bob Adams, WB Carl 
Berget or WB Loren Jepsen . 

We hope you have a great summer. 
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Greetings all, 
The sweet smell of sum-
mer is upon us and with it 

the smell of burgers and chicken on the grill.  Thoughts 
of the taste of potato salad make our mouths water. 

Don’t let food poisoning ruin your cook outs. 
Remember to cook your meals thoroughly and store 

those salads appropriately.  Food poisoning spikes in 
May and June.  The excitement of getting those first 
burgers ready to eat may mean they are left pink in the 
middle.  This is an ideal situation for E. coli poisoning.  
Salads left sitting at room temperature or in the hot sun 
will breed salmonella or shigellosis. 

Break out those thermometers when you get out your 
spatulas and tongs and keep those salads cold. 

Remember your stewardship and after your picnics 
in the park, pick up and dispose of your trash. 

Have a great, fun-filled and safe summer!! 
See you in Lodge, 
Greg 
Senior Steward 
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Hello Brothers, 
I bring you greetings from 
the Sisters and Brothers of 

Robbinsdale OES.  We have all been installed and are 
already off to a busy start.  The first week in May many 
of us headed to St. Cloud to support Brother Dave 
MacPherson  as he was installed as Worthy Grand Pa-
tron, come and help us support Brother Dave  and even 
have some fun too.   

On July 1st we will be having our annual Golf Outing 
at the New Hope Golf Course at 12:00pm.  Please come 
and join us for FUN,FOOD and FRIENDSHIP. 

Also it is that time of year for us to start preparing for 
the State Fair, as most of you know our OES Chapter 
has a dining hall out at the fair, it takes a lot of planning 
and hard work to keep it running for 12 days.  If you 
could spare a morning, afternoon or evening we could 
sure use your help!!  It is a great time to see old friends 
and meet new ones.  If you can help us out please con-
tact me or Keith Johnson  and let us know when you 
could work. 

So with Spring here and summer right around the 
corner we keep busy with our meetings and fun get   
togethers, please join us anytime and you too will see 
how much fun we have. 

Star Love, 
Sue Branstrom-Worthy Matron 
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WELCOME 
Our newest members 

On Monday, April 16th, we welcomed 4 new Broth-
ers to Compass at our 3rd Degree.  Picture above with 
our Master and Wardens are our newest Brothers (lef to 
right) SW Mike Foye , Cory Peterson , Dan Peterson , 
WM Pat Norrie , Richard Zehn , Joe London , JW 
Steve Stobbs . 

Our OES, DeMolay and Jobies also initiated new 
members into the Robbinsdale Masonic Family this 
spring. 

The Star welcomed Kaitlin Barrett , Mike Foye , 
Tom MacLeod , Erin MacPherson, Linda Schoenhals 
and Larry Schoenhals . 

Pictured below with HQ Nicole  and the newest 
members of Bethel 39, Ashley  and Katie . 

Our DeMolay also initiated 3 new 
members including Katie’s  brother 
Cody  pictured here. 
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MASONIC LAST RITES REQUEST FORM  
To all of us, the end of our life on earth must come.  Think-

ing about ones demise is not pleasant, but death is an inevitable 
event.  What must be done after ones death is one of the hard-
est decisions that each of us will face.  Indecision on your part 
only leaves that decision to others who may not know your 
wishes. 

As Masons, many know what kind of Masonic Rite is 
wanted.  But unfortunately, your family may not know.  In an 
effort in seeing that your wishes are followed, the Lodge has a 
form that can be provided to you to assist your family in the 
event of your death. 

Completing this form is not required in any way, it is merely 
provided for your convenience as an act of Brotherly love and 
fraternal friendship. 

The form allows you to indicate if you request a Masonic 
service and where, your Masonic organizations and how your 
Masonic paraphernalia should be handled. 

If you wish to have a copy of this form sent to you, please 
contact our secretary, WB Steve Santa , and one will be mailed, 
or e-mailed to you. 

WHITE ELEPHANT AUCTION—A SUCCESS 

On May 7th, the Lodge hosted a White Ele-
phant Auction that raised over $400 for the 
college scholarship fund.  This event was at-
tended by 45 people including a candidate and 
one of our newest Brothers.   

To the left, 
WM Pat 
auctions off 
a fine Ma-
sonic wall 
clock. 

To the right Br Dan 
Peterson  checks out 
what he just pur-
chased.  If you want to 
know what he bought, 
you need to donate a 
dollar like the others 

GREAT MINDS 
If you think reading our cipher is hard, see if you can 

read this.  I received this in a recent email so I am for-
warding it to you.. 

Great Minds Can Read This 

fi yuo cna raed tihs, yuo hvae a sgtrane mnid too. 

Cna yuo raed tihs? 

Olny 55 plepoe out of 100 can. 

I cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd waht I 
was rdanieg. The phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid, 
aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it 
dseno't mtaetr in waht oerdr the ltteres in a wrod are, the 
olny iproamtnt tihng is taht the frsit and lsat ltteer be in the 
rghit pclae. The rset can be a taotl mses and you can sitll 
raed it whotuit a pboerlm. Tihs is bcuseae the huamn 
mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a 
wlohe. Azanmig huh? yaeh and I awlyas tghuhot slpeling 
was ipmorantt! if you can raed tihs forwrad it. 
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June 
11 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
14 Thu  Flag Day, the anniversary of the Flag 
  Resolution of 1777, creating our Stars 
  and Stripes 
17 Sun  Happy Father’s Day 
20 Wed 6:30 PM Compassmen Cookout 
  at WB Dan McAlpine 
25 Mon  Dark 

July 
 1 Sun 12 Noon Masonic Golf Outing sponsored by 
  OES, New Hope Golf Course 
 4 Wed  Independence Day, the anniversary of 
  the signing of our Declaration of 
  Independence 
 9 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
12 Thu 3 to 6 PM Kid’s Id at Whiz Bang Days 
  Ice Cream Social 
15 Sun  Robbinsdale Whiz Bang Days Parade 

August 
 4 Sat 12 Noon Family Picnic at Sanborn Park 
13 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
 

September 
 3 Mon  Dark Labor Day 
 8 Sat 7:00 PM DeMolay Installation of Officers 
10 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
17 Mon 7:30 PM Entered Apprentice Degree 
24 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
29 Sat 10:00 AM Mystery Bus Trip, Open to all frien ds 
  and family 

October 
 1 Mon 6:30 PM Awards Night 
 8 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
15 Mon 7:30 PM Fellow Craft Degree 
22 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
29 Mon 6:30 PM Hiram Award Presentation to  
  WB George Miller 

November 
12 Mon 7:30 PM Stated Meeting, Light Supper 6:30 
19 Mon 5:00 3rd Degree—1st Section 
 6:30  Master Mason Dinner 
 7:30 3rd Degree—2nd Section 
26 Mon 7:30 PM Annual Stated Meeting and Elections, 
  Light Supper 6:30 

Calendar  (Events subject to change) 

Compass Lodge #265 AF&AM 
Steve Santa, Secretary 
5549 Xenia Ave N 
Crystal, MN 55429 

Dated Material 

Calendar 
(Events subject to change) 


